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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to v\/hich the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follov>/s: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 8 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed Invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 8 recites "A computer program 
product executable by a controller of a digital image storage for use with a digital 
camera..." A computer program product as claimed does not define structural and 
functional interrelationships between the data structure and the computer software and 
hardware components, which permit the data structure's to be realized. Since a 
computer program is merely a set of instructions capable of being executed by a 
computer, the computer program itself is not a proccess; therefore the invention as 
claimed is non-statutory. For examining purposes the claim will be read as " A digital 
image storage (Fig. 5: 1000) encoded with a computer prograrn that realizes a computer 
for use with a digital camera..." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4-7 and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Niikawa, US Patent 

6,947,075 81. 

Regarding claim 1, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (See fig. 1) 
for use with a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214), the digital 
image storage system comprising: a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital 
camera is to be placed for taking out digital images stored in the memory of the digital 
camera; and a digital image storage (Personal computer; col. 2, lines 15-46) located 
apart from the docking station for communicating with the docking station, wherein the 
digital camera includes a controller (Fig. 2: 208) that detects a signal from the docking 
station and causes transmission of the digital images subsequent to receipt of the 
signal; Berstis inherently teaches that the digital image storage includes a storage 
medium that stores the tiaken out digital images (A storage medium is inherent in a 
personal computer to store data) (Col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63). 

Berstis discloses that detecting the connection between the camera and the 
personal computer is made by the digital camera but does not explicitly disclose that the 
digital image storage includes a controller that detects a signal from the docking station 
and causes the taking out of the digital images subsequent to receipt of the signal. 

However, Niikawa teaches a photographic apparatus (Figs. 1-4) connectable to a 
computer (Fig. 5: 1000), wherein said computer comprises software installed in the hard 
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disk (Fig. 5: HD1 ) for detecting the connection of the digital camera in order to pemiit 
transmission of images and control of the digital camera upon connection of said digital 
camera (Col. 3, lines 17-46; col. 4. line 50 - col. 5, line 14; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 
60). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Berstis by having the digital image storage detecting when the 
digital camera is connected to said digital image storage. The motivation to do so would 
have been to provide a photographing apparatus taught in Berstis which can easily and 
rapidly use the network sources by manipulations on the digital camera side, without 
adding special functions and performances to the digital camera so the digital camera 
can be kept compact without increasing power consumption as suggested by Niikawa 
(Col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 26). 

Regarding claim 2, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa as 
applied to claim 1 teaches that the controller causes the taking out of all the digital 
images in the memory subsequent to receipt of the signal (See Berstis, col. 4, lines 53- 
63). 

Regarding claim 4, Berstis discloses that the docking station is designed to 
charge a battery of the digital camera when the digital camera is coupled with the 
docking station (Col. 3, lines 9-17). 
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Regarding claim 5, Berstis discloses that the signal is caused by the placing of 
the digital camera on the docking station (Col. 3, lines 17-46; col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 
14; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 60). 

Regarding claim 6, Berstis discloses a digital image storage (Personal 
computer; col. 2. lines 15-46) for use with a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a 
memory (Fig. 2: 214), digital images in the memory being transmitted from the memory 
to the digital image storage by way of a docking station (Fig. 1 : 106) capable of being 
coupled with the digital camera, the digital camera comprising: a controller (Fig. 2: 208) 
that detects a signal from the docking station and that causes the transmission of the 
digital images from the digital camera to the digital image storage subsequent to the 
detection of the signal; the digital image storage comprises a memory (a memory is 
inherent in a personal computer to store data; i.e. hard disk) that stores the transmitted 
digital images (Col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63). 

Berstis discloses that detecting the connection between the camera and the 
personal computer is made by the digital camera but does not explicitly disclose that the 
digital image storage comprises a controller that detects a signal from the docking 
station and that causes the transmission of the digital images from the digital camera to 
the digital image storage subsequent to the detection of the signal. 

However, Niikawa teaches a photographic apparatus (Figs. 1-4) connectable to a 
computer (Fig. 5: 1000), wherein said computer comprises software installed in the hard 
disk (Fig. 5: HD1) for detecting the connection of the digital camera in order to permit 
transmission of images and control of the digital camera upon connection of said digital 
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camera (Col. 3, lines 17-46; col. 4, line 50 - col 5, line 14; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 
60). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Berstis by having the digital image storage detecting when the 
digital camera is connected to said digital image storage. The motivation to do so would 
have been to provide Bersits with a photographing apparatus which can easily and 
rapidly use the network sources by manipulations on the digital camera side, without 
adding special functions and performances to the digital camera so the digital camera 
can be kept compact without increasing power consumption as suggested by Niikawa 
(Col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 26). 

Regarding claim 7, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa as 
applied to claim 6 teaches that the controller causes the taking-out of all the digital 
images in the memory of the digital camera subsequent to receipt of the signal (See 
Berstis, col. 4, lines 53-63. 

Regarding claim 9, Berstis discloses a digital image storage (Fig. 1) system for 
use with a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214), the digital image 
storage system comprising: a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital camera 
is to be placed for taking out digital images stored in the memory of the digital camera; 
and a digital image storage (Personal computer; col. 2, lines 15-46) located apart from 
the docking station for communicating with the docking station, wherein the digital 
camera includes a controller (Fig. 2: 208) that detects a signal from the docking station 
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and that executes a program for taking out the digital images from the memory of the 
digital camera, and the digital image storage comprises a storage medium (a storage 
medium is inherent in a personal computer to store data; i.e. hard disk) that stores the 
taken out digital Images, the program being automatically started subsequent to 
detection of the signal (Col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63). 

Berstis discloses that detecting the connection between the camera and the 
personal computer is made by an controller in the digital camera but does not explicitly 
disclose that the digital image storage comprises a controller that detects a signal from 
the docking station and that causes the transmission of the digital images from the 
digital camera to the digital image storage subsequent to the detection of the signal. 

However, Niikawa teaches a photographic apparatus (Figs. 1-4) connectable to a 
computer (Fig. 5: 1000), wherein said computer comprises software installed in the hard 
disk (Fig. 5: HD1 ) for detecting the connection of the digital camera in order to permit 
transmission of images and control of the digital camera upon connection of said digital 
camera (Col. 3, lines 17-46; col. 4. line 50 - col. 5, line 14; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 
60). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Berstis by having the digital image storage detecting when the 
digital camera is connected to said digital image storage. The motivation to do so would 
have been to provide Berstis with a photographing apparatus which can easily and 
rapidly use the network sources by manipulations on the digital camera side, without 
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adding special functions and performances to the digital camera so the digital camera 
can be kept compact without increasing power consumption as suggested by Niikawa 
(Col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 26). 

Regarding claim 10, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (Fig. 1) for 
use with a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214), the digital image 
storage system comprising: a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital camera 
is to be placed for taking out digital images stored in the memory of the digital camera; 
and a digital image storage (Personal computer; col. 2, lines 15-46) located apart from 
the docking station for communicating with the docking station, wherein the digital 
camera includes a controller (Fig. 2: 208) that detects change of status of the docking 
station (detects connection between camera and docking station) and that causes the 
taking out of the digital images subsequent to the detection of the change in status, and 
the digital image storage comprises a storage medium (a storage medium is inherent in 
a personal computer to store data; i.e. hard disk) that stores the taken out digital 
images. 

Berstis discloses that detecting the connection between the camera and the 
personal computer is made by an controller in the digital camera but does not explicitly 
disclose that the digital image storage comprises a controller that detects a signal from 
the docking station and that causes the transmission of the digital images from the 
digital camera to the digital image storage subsequent to the detection of the signal. 

However, Niikawa teaches a photographic apparatus (Figs. 1-4) connectable to a 
computer (Fig. 5: 1000), wherein said computer comprises software installed in the hard 
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disk (Fig. 5: HD1 ) for detecting the connection of the digital camera in order to permit 
transmission of images and control of the digital camera upon connection of said digital 
camera (Col. 3, lines 17-46; col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 14; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 

60). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Berstis by having the digital image storage detecting when the 
digital camera is connected to said digital image storage. The motivation to do so would 
have been to provide Berstis with a photographing apparatus which can easily and 
rapidly use the network sources by manipulations on the digital camera side, without 
adding special functions and performances to the digital camera so the digital camera 
can be kept compact without increasing power consumption as suggested by Niikawa 
(Col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 26). 

Regarding claims 11-13. Berstis discloses that the docking station has a shape 
to fit a bottom of the digital camera (See fig. 1 ; col. 2, lines 1 5-39). 
6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Niikawa, US Patent 6,947,075 Bland 
further in view of Davison, US Patent 6,51 6,099 B1 . 

Regarding claim 3, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa fails to 
teach that the controller causes the taking out of the digital images in order of the time 
when respective digital images were taken by the digital camera. 
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However, transferring images fomi a digital camera to an external device in the 
same order that said images were captured is notoriously well known in the art as 
taught by Davison wherein a camera (Fig. 1:12) takes a plurality of images and a 
computer (Fig. 1:12) downloads said images in the same order said images were taken 
in order to display the images in a display (Fig. 1 : 1 8) in the same order the images 
were taken (Col. 7, lines 34-60). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Niikawa and further 
in view of Davison as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art a the time the invention was made to modify the digital image storage system by 
taking out of the digital images in order of the time when respective digital images were 
taken by the digital camera. The motivation to do so would have been to help to 
organize a group of images taken at different points of view of an object to be 
composed Into a single image as suggested by Davison (Col. 2, lines 1-37); also would 
help an user organizing the images when having a large amount of images stored in the 
digital camera or the digital image storage and to properly. 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over in 
Niil(awa, US Patent 6,947,075 Bl^view of Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 81. 

Regarding claim 8, Niikawa discloses a digital image storage (Fig. 5: 1000) 
encoded with a program for use with a digital camera (Figs. 1-4) having a memory (Fig. 
4, Items 209 and 8), digital images in the memory being transmitted from the memory to 
the digital image storage by way of a communication interface (Fig. 4: 213; USB or 
wireless; col. 6, lines 5-25) capable of being coupled with the digital camera, the 
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computer program product storing a program comprising instructions to cause the 
controller to perform the steps of: detecting receipt of a signal from the digital camera 
(using software installed in the hard drive to detect the connection of the digital camera); 
causing the transmission of the digital images from the digital camera to the digital 
image storage subsequent to the detection of the receipt of the signal; and storing the 
transmitted digital images in a memory (Fig. 5: HD1) of the digital image storage (Col. 3, 
lines 17-46; col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 4; col. 6, line 9 - col. 7, line 60). 

Niikawa fails to teach that the digital images in the memory being transmitted 
from the memory to the digital image storage by way of a docking station and detecting 
said docking station. 

However, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (See fig. 1 ) for use 
with a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214), the digital image 
storage system comprising: a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital camera 
is to be placed for taking out digital images stored in the memory of the digital camera; 
and a digital image storage (Personal computer; col. 2, lines 15-46) located apart from 
the docking station for communicating with the docking station, wherein the digital 
camera includes a controller (Fig. 2: 208) that detects a signal from the docking station 
and causes transmission of the digital images subsequent to receipt of the signal; 
Berstis inherently teaches that the digital image storage includes a storage medium that 
stores the taken out digital images (a storage medium is inherent in a personal 
computer to store data) (Col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63). 
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Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Niikawa in view of Berstis as a whole, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Niikawa by having the digital images in the memory being 
transmitted from the memory to the digital image storage by way of a docking station 
and detecting said docking station in order to transmit the images to said digital image 
storage from said digital camera. The motivation to do so would have been to alleviate 
the need to use a cable to connect the camera to the host, as is done with other digital 
still cameras and which may require restarting the local host to recognize the newly 
connected camera, this would also improve the operability and reduce the time needed 
to connect a camera to a host. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ngoc Yen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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